WHITE FARMERS AND GOVERNMENT
POLICIES TO BLAME FOR RURAL POVERTY
SAY SMALL SCALE FARMER GROUPS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
- Mass March to Parliament Planned

Small scale farmers from all over the Western Cape and parts of the Northern
Cape are marching to parliament this Friday 9 May to demand land and a new
way of doing agriculture. The march is part of a ‘Right to Agrarian reform for
Food Sovereignty Campaign’ through which small scale farmer groups,
working with the Surplus People Project and the Southern Cape Land
Committee, want to pressurise government to abandon its policy of supporting
large scale commercial farming that follows a chemical industrial model of
agriculture. The campaigners feel emerging and small farmers are left out and
therefore the economic and social divide between rich, white and poor, black
farmers grow.

According to Ntombomzi Sixolo of the Southern Cape Land Committee the
cause of the problem is that the state is capitalist and do not support the
struggles of emerging and small scale farmers for land and food sovereignty.
‘An example is the Tembalethu Emerging Farmers. They are on state land
where they grow vegetables and keep livestock. If they lose access to this
land they will lose access to and control over food. They are demanding that
government transfer the ownership of this land to them. Next to them is a big
development of a hotel and a golf course. And these developers are looking
hungrily at the land of the Tembalethu farmers. We want government to say
no to tourism and golf courses that benefit the rich minority, and yes to land
redistribution, agrarian reform and food sovereignty that benefit the poor.’

Danie Engelbrecht, a small-scale farmer from Steinkopf in the Northern Cape,
is optimistic that ‘turning the screw on government’ will bring positive changes.
‘Namaqualand does things a bit upside down. Our food products are
processed in Cape Town and we have to buy it back. Why are there no
abattoirs here? Also climate change has made it impossible to grow wheat
without irrigation. The best land next to the Orange River belongs to
commercial farmers. Our people have access to land but cannot farm
effectively because of a lack of support and resources. There is one advisor
for 200 small farms! 5 years ago we voted in a referendum that state land
should be transferred to municipalities or community agencies. This has not
been done. The uncertainty about land ownership makes people think twice
before they invest. All of these things can be improved if government actually
listened to people and do what is necessary. Our campaign will force them to
do so.’



Small-scale farmers from the following areas are expected to take part in the
march:

- Namaqualand

- Hantam Karoo

- West Coast

- Southern Cape.



