
 
 

Farm worker, injured wife and family face eviction 
“Eight previously evicted farm families to join protest” 
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Piketberg, a rural town on the West Coast, is braci ng itself for a mass protest action 
on Thursday, 20 November 2008. A march through the streets and picketing at the local 
Magistrates Court organised by the Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty 
Campaign will virtually bring this rural community to a standstill. 
 
These actions follow an eviction application by Rob Duncan, a farmer, against 
Michael Morobi, a farm worker who is residing on his Pemonia Farm. Eight 
families who were previously evicted from the same premises are set to join 
the protest action. 
 
Other protesters representing various stakeholder organisations in the land 
reform arena from as far afield as Namaqualand and the Hantam region will 
lend support in their droves. Fresh from interventions which included a march 
to parliament, a sit-in at the Provincial Land Reform Offices, a farm invasion 
as well as a youth seminar where the “Impact of the ANC split on local 
development and participation” were deliberated, the campaign is confident 
that their actions will bear fruits. 
 
According to Andries Titus, campaign spokesperson, Morobi was one of six 
farm workers who were retrenched in February 2006. “The workers reached 
an agreement with management to forego increases in exchange for not 
being retrenched. Since then, all the other retrenched workers have been re-
employed with the exception of Morobi.” Titus feels that this situation is 
wrongful and that the Extension of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) should be 
amended to include protection from eviction for family of the principal farm 
worker. 
 
Should the application be granted, Morobi, his wife who is suffering an injury 
sustained whilst working on the farm as well as their two children will be 
forced to eke out a living on the rural streets of Piketberg. 
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