
  
  
Members of The Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty 
Campaign will be having a sit-in tomorrow, Wednesday 13 
August 2008 at the Western Cape provincial land reform offices. This 
action is a follow up to the memorandum of demands submitted in 
May this year. To date, provincial government has not even 
responded to the plea of emerging farmers and poor communities 
living on state owned land. Protesters from all over the Northern and 
Western Cape provinces will occupy the provincial offices in Strand 
Street from 10h00 onwards. 
  
The memorandum which was directed at Ministers Lulama Xingwana 
(Land Affairs) and Sydney Mufamadi (Provincial and Local 
government) elaborated on the plight of the farmers which include 
land redistribution, an end to privatisation, extension services and 
housing. National goverment did not deem the action as a priority 
area of concern. Instead, Terence Fife of the Western Cape 
provincial land affairs department was delegated the responsibility  to 
handle the matter. To date none of the ministers or the officials have 
responded to the demands.  
  
One of the campaigners is Maria Petersen who explained that she is 
one of a group of 10 disabled people running the Helpmekaar (help 
each other) farm outside of Calvinia in the Northern Cape. ‘We are 
proud to be part of this action. We want to help others get land so 
they can make a living like we do. We are far from Cape Town and 
Kimberley, but to be here is a must-do for us. We are fighting for 
dignity and equal rights.” 
  
To date government’s land reform programme is widely seen as a 
failure for having redistributed a mere 4% of land, a fact many 
ascribe to the market-based model being pursued. Failures of the 
government to act on these demands are sure to lead to increases in 
food insecurity, landlessness, poverty with land invasions on the part 
of the poor a near certainty.    
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