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FOOD SOVEREIGNTY CAMPAIGN TO MARCH ON
HANTAM MUNICIPALITY

Service delivery discrimination a main issue

“No land, no vote!” says rural activists

The Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign is mobilising emerging
farmers and other rural dwellers from three municipalities in the Hantam Karoo district to
march on the Hantam Municipality offices in Calvinia on 18 April 2009.

“The three municipalities here, Karoo Hoogland, Kareeberg and Hantam, are giving no co-
operation to emerging, small-scale farmers, farm workers and the rural poor,” says Patrick
Steenkamp, a small-scale farmer from Loeriesfontein and a member of the Food
Sovereignty Campaign’s task team. “There is no service delivery to speak of, we have to
rely on NGOs to help us access water, farm evictions continue without due process or
alternative accommodation, and the commonage land is still accessed by white
commercial farmers rather than by the disadvantaged,” he added.

The Food Sovereignty Campaign have been organising on-going protests and awareness
raising events to demand changes to the dismal situations imposed on emerging farmers,
farm dwellers and rural township dwellers. This included a march to parliament, a sit-in at
the Western Cape Provincial Land Reform Office, a symbolic land invasion in Vredendal,
and a campaign against farm evictions in the Piketberg area. The campaign also issued a
call of “No Land, No Vote!” with regard to the coming national elections.

The main aim of the march on 18 April is to demand a change in the neo-liberal capitalist
approach of municipalities that favour commercial farmers over emerging farmers, farm
workers and the rural poor and thereby maintain the racist and sexist discrimination of the
past. The march will start at 9h00 at the Community Hall in Calvinia West and will be
followed by a Farmers’ Day where emerging farmers will interact with various relevant
state departments.
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