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For immediate release      20 November 2008 
  
The Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty C ampaign has claimed a moral 
victory after Michael Morobi, the farm worker who w as to be evicted from the 
Pemonia Farm in Piketberg with his family today, wo n a temporary reprieve in the 
Piketberg Magistrates Court. The case was postponed  to January 22, 2009. 
 
This means that Morobi, his sick wife and their two little children will at least spend another 
Christmas on the farm they call home. An emotional Morobi told marchers at the end of the 
proceedings that he is very indebted to the campaign for their support during what he 
termed “a terrible time in my life”.  
 
“I want to thank the Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign for 
organising this protest action. At least I feel that I am not alone in this predicament.” he 
said.  
 
His sentiments were echoed by campaign spokesperson Ricado Jacobs who said that 
“these farm evictions take place with impunity in rural communities. He added that farm 
workers are being victimised and isolated by farmers. “Hence they trample on the rights of 
farm workers”. 
 
Morobi's lawyer, Mr Marius Abrahams will also petition the municipality to appear on the 
said court date. 
 
The campaign attracted about 120 protesters from as far afield as Namaqualand and the 
Hantam Karoo region. It started with a march through the streets after which they occupied 
the local municipal office and handed over a memorandum to the municipal manager as 
well as a Land Affairs representative. In the memorandum the campaign calls for an end to 
farm evictions, the scrapping of the ESTA legislation and better service delivery for the 
rural poor.  
 
Jacobs added that the campaign would occupy the Pemonia farm in the run-up to the 
January 22, 2009 court case as a sign of solidarity with the Morobi’s. 
  
Please find the attached photos  
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