No land, no vote, no housing, no vote, no water,
no vote" as Indaba ends
"Blocking of N1, N2 and N7 simultaneously
mooted"

03 December 2008

The Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign just ended an eventful
Indaba with resolutions to go on a voter education drive and to prepare action plans in the
various regions in the run-up to the elections and 2010.

Land reform organisations from Namaqualand, the Hantam-Karoo, West Coast,

the Eastern and Southern Cape will now go back to their constituencies to formulate
approaches to the 2009 elections, 2010 readiness of the rural poor as well as regional
protest actions against government policies affecting rural communities.

According to Colleen Simons, convenor and spokesperson for the campaign, the rural
poor has not been consulted on 2010. She says that municipalities have not made the
effort to include the rural poor in their plans. "We might be landless and homeless but we
are not hopeless and we will mobilise our constituencies against these exclusionist policies
of government." she says.

Possible actions for 2009 include the simultaneous blocking of the N1, N2 as well as the
N7."We are capable of pulling this off as we have presence all over three provinces" she
says.

The campaign has been particularly successful in mobilising the landless and rural poor. A
march to parliament, followed by a sit-in at the Provincial Land Affairs Offices, a farm
invasion in Vredendal and the recent march through the streets of Piketberg in support of a
moratorium on farm evictions, has propelled it to the forefront of the struggle for land and
agrarian reform in South Africa.

Campaign spokesperson Davine Witbooi argues that the approach to the 2009 elections
was discussed in all earnest and that that they will join a United Front of Social Movements
with the express purpose of exposing the limits of parliamentarianism.

"People have lost all faith in political parties. Social movements - such as ours and others -
have filled the gap for progressive actions of the masses against government's neo liberal
policies.

As such, we have a social responsibility to champion the demands of the rural poor and to
mobilise against policies that disadvantage them." she said. Simons added that the time
has come for the poor to take back power.

Representative organisations now have until 18 December 2008 to put their individual
action plans on the table.



