08 MARCH 2010

MARCH FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL LAND
IN CAPE TOWN

“A nation that cannot feed itself is not a nation.” Craig
Jonkers, Ithemba Farmers Association

The Ithemba Farmers Association consists of 300 black households who have made a
living through farming on a piece of land in Eersteriver for as long as 25 years. The
farmers are now threatened with eviction because the Department of Housing has plans to
build a temporary relocation area (TRA) on the land. The government has not properly
consulted with the farmers and surrounding community, nor has the competent authority
complied with the basic requirements for the establishment of a township on this land.

The government is using the Less Formal Township Establishment Act of 1991, which is
reminiscent of Apartheid spatial development, to suspend laws and procedures which such
development would normally be subject to. The land is currently zoned as agricultural land
which is a precious commodity in the Western Cape, but the City has failed to appreciate
its value and has even refused to follow the proper procedures to rezone the land for
housing.

In addition, by suspending environmental laws, the City and the Province have invited
serious environmental degradation and health and safety risks. The proposed TRA would
be in close proximity to sand-mining operations, electricity pylons, and the land itself is a
flood plain which becomes seriously flooded during winter months.

“This land is not suitable for housing. They want to build shacks on good agricultural land
that we have worked on for years, without any plans for adequately compensating us or
involving the public. We’re not moving without a fight,” says farmer Nombeko Nonti.

The Ithemba Farmers Association is asking the public to join them on a march on 17
March 2010. It will commence at 10h00 opposite the Cape Peninsula University of
Technology in Cape Town, on Keizersgracht and Tennant Streets. They will then march
through the streets and finish with a demonstration outside the Provincial Department of
Housing on Wale St. from 11h30 to 12h00. They recognize their own struggle as part of a
much larger fight for agrarian reform, food sovereignty, and an end to apartheid-style land
use policies in South Africa.

Please contact Craig Jonker, 078 153 6783  any further information.



