07 June 2010
MARCH TO RE-EMPHASIZE THE NEEDS AND DEMANDS
OF MARGINALIZED RURAL GROUPS IN THE LIGHT OF THE

WORLD CUP
I

The needs and challenges faced by small scale farmers in South Africa have not been
taken seriously by the South African government. In times of huge government
spending on the 2010 FIFA World Cup, the Right to Agrarian Reform for Food
Sovereignty Campaign (Food Sovereignty Campaign) arranges a march to parliament
to remind the politicians of the urgent needs of marginalized farm workers,
emerging farmers, farm dwellers and landless people.

Demands are going to be handed over to President Jacob Zuma, the ministers of
Agriculture as well as the MEC for Human Settlements. The main demands include
land redistribution, an end to the commercialization of water, decent public housing
for all, that government supports a move towards more sustainable agro-ecological
agriculture and stop the experiments with genetically modified organisms in South
Africa.

The demands are not new to the parliament. On May 9" 2008 the Food Sovereignty
Campaign marched to parliament to draw on the attention of the politicians
regarding the challenges faced by small scale farmers in South Africa’s rural areas.
Despite two years of continuous efforts there has been no satisfactory response
from the government. The memorandum of May 9™ 2008 is thus still valid and the
march on June 9" is organized to make sure the demands are met without delay.

The Right to Agrarian Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign (Food Sovereignty
Campaign) is a movement of emerging farmers and farm dwellers in the western
parts of the Northern and Western Cape Provinces. The main aim is to achieve food
sovereignty by putting an end to the marginalisation, exploitation and inequality
responsible for the continued poverty and suffering in South Africa’s rural areas.

If we are not listened to and if the demands are not met we will continue the
struggle. In fact we will become more radical and militant the longer government

ignores us.
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