
 
 
CAMPAIGN: THE RIGHT TO AGRARIAN REFORM FOR FOOD SOV EREIGNTY 
 
In 2007 small-scale farmers and farm dwellers from Namaqualand, Hantam 
Karoo, West Coast and the Southern Cape launched the Agrarian Reform for 
Food Sovereignty Campaign and developed a program of action. The purpose 
of the campaign is to take action against the slow pace of land reform, 
exploitation of farm workers and the eviction of farm dwellers by commercial 
farmers and agri – business and the chemical industrial model of agriculture. 
Our human right to agrarian reform and food sovereignty, which includes the 
right to housing, secure tenure for people living on state land and the right of 
families to feed themselves is being undermined by the state and corporate 
interest. 
 
After 14 years of democracy landlessness and poverty is prevalent amongst 
those that were dispossessed by colonialism and apartheid. The human rights 
of small-scale farmers and farm dwellers/workers to agrarian reform  are still 
being violated within our new democracy. To date only 4% of agricultural land 
has been transferred to the dispossessed people of South Africa. Despite the 
failed market driven land reform programme of the government over the past 
14 years, the government are continuing to spend millions on consultants to 
develop policy which are still operating within the market based framework 
and without the active participation of the landless, small scale farmers and 
farm dwellers/workers. 
 
Land prices continue to be artificially inflated by foreign owners that purchase 
land. The problem is further exacerbated by white private owners, SanParks, 
conservation initiatives and developers that are competing with small-scale 
farmers and landless people in rural areas for land. Pro poor agrarian reform 
is of critical importance to address the problem of rural poverty and economic 
development. Farm dwellers and workers continue to be citizens without 
rights and are facing evictions  on daily basis. 
 
Local government  are also not fulfilling its mandate of local economic 
development and white commercial farmers are still favored when it comes to 
access to commonage land. The IPD process is still not participatory and has 
a limited rural development strategy. People living on state land are still 
without secure tenure and homeless, because local government refuses to be 
involved. They would rather prioritize elite development within their various 
municipalities. Churches, particularly on mission stations, deny people the 
right to access agricultural land and tenure security. 
 

ACTION NOW!!! JOIN THE ACTION!!! 

PROTEST MARCH TO PARLIAMENT ON THE 

9TH OF MAY 2008 

 



There is limited transformation within the agricultural sector that is still being 
controlled by white commercial farmers and agri business. The chemical 
industrial model of agriculture are controlled by corporations, and lead to farm 
workers and small-scale farmers being exposed to pesticides, which has a 
negative impact on their health and the environment. As small-scale farmers 
we reject the chemical model of agriculture and strive for the active 
advancement of agro-ecological farming. The extension services of the 
Department of Agriculture, national and provincial, remain weak and promote 
the chemical industrial model. The right of small-scale farmers and producers 
to alternative agricultural services is continously undermined. 
 
As small-scale farmers we reject the statement by organized agriculture that 
GMO’s are the answer for small-scale farmers in South Africa. The use of 
GMO’s only advance the interests of multi-national companies such as 
Monsanto and Syngenta, who generates profits, while small-scale farmers are 
economically disadvantaged and denied of their rights – the right to produce, 
the right to conserve and use seed and the right to use traditional methods / 
farming practices. The use of GMO’s and pesticides deny small-scale farmers 
and consumers their right to food sovereignty, which includes the right to 
healthy and safe food. 
 
Commercial farming in its current form plays a direct role in rural poverty by 
making profits while exploiting of farm workers. The agricultural sector in its 
current form, cannot address the problems of the landless and small-scale 
farmers. The current increases in food prices place further pressure on rural 
communities and increase poverty. The right of communities to produce 
healthy and safe food is systematically eroded. 
 
On the 9th May 2008 we will therefore march to Parliament where we will hand 
over Memorandums to the national Minister of Land Affairs and Agriculture 
(Lulama Xingwana) and the Minister of Provincial and Local Government 
(Sydney Mufamadi). 
 
We say,” Enough is enough and 14 years are too long ”. Please come 
from your regions and joins us for the protest Marc h on 9 May 2008 in 
Cape Town. 
 


