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“Piketberg prepares for second mass march against farm 
evictions” 
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Whilst Barack Obama will be making history entering the White House 
amongst much fanfare today, Michael Morobi and his family will also 
make history – they will most probably leave their white farmhouse 
silently on Thursday, away from the media spotlight.  

Unlike the Obama’s,  the Morobi’s are only another statistic. They will 
only form part of the more than 2 million people who have been evicted from 
farms since the inception of the ESTA law. The law gives Pemonia farm 
owner, Rob Duncan, the right to petition the court to grant him an eviction 
order that will force Michael Morobi and his family off the farm - effectively 
resigning them to eke out a living on the rural streets. 

But the Morobi’s are not alone. The Right to Agrarian Reform for Food 
Sovereignty Campaign will once again support this destitute farm worker. 
Towards the end of last year, the campaign has marched through the streets of 
Piketberg with the first court appearance, invaded commonage land in 
Vredendal, had a sit-in at the Provincial Land Affairs Offices and had a mass 
march to Parliament where they handed in a memorandum of demands that 
would concretely address the demands of the landless and the rural poor. 

According to Andries Titus, campaign spokesperson, an expected 150 
people, including previously evicted families, those facing evictions, land 
rights activists from the Hantam Karoo, Namaqualand and the West Coast 
region, will congregate at the farm at 07h30 on Thursday morning. “We want 
the rest of the farm workers to see that there is a movement that will take up 
their demands and to give them confidence to fight for their rights as 
oppressed and exploited farm workers”. 

A march to the Piketberg Municipal Offices will ensue where feedback 
will be demanded from the relevant authorities that accepted the memorandum 
on November 25, 2008. 

Please contact Devine Witbooi on 078 907 2566, Andries Titus on 076 
511 6614 or Michael Morobi on 073 818 7066 for more information. 
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