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ie afgelope 20 jaar het

ons ‘n aansienlike groei in

sosiale bewegings van
grondloses in die wéreld gesien.
Die groei word toegeskryf aan
die wéreld vrye-mark ekonomiese
stelsel (neo-liberalisme) waar win-
ste bo die behoeftes van mense
en die omgewing geplaas word.
Navorsing dui daarop dat die
neo-liberale ekonomiese stelsel
verantwoordelik is vir die gaping
tussen die rykes en armes, onge-
lykheid, landelike onderontwik-
keling, grondloosheid en die
vernietiging van die omgewing-
alles in die naam van winste.

Die grondlose bewegings het
deels ontstaan om die probleem
van grondloosheid en landelike
armoede aan te spreek en breér
“agrarian reform” (hervorming)
teweeg te bring. “Agrarian” her-
vorming verwys nie net na die fisi-
ese herverdeling van grond nie,
maar na ‘n radikale transformasie
van die landelike gebied. Dit bete-
ken die ekonomiese, sosiale en
politieke transformasie van lande-
like gebiede om die krisis van ar-
moede, grondloosheid, ongelyk-
heid en voedsel onsekerheid uit
die weg te ruim.

Wat het aanleiding gegee tot
die groei van bewegings van
grondloses in die wereld?

Die wéreldwye groei in die neo -
liberale vrye-mark ekonomiese
stelsel het gelei tot : die

gedwonge verskuiwings van
mense vanaf die landelike ge-
biede na stede, grondonteining
wat die grond in die hande van
‘n klein groep boere en land-
boubesighede plaas, landelike ar-
moede, onderontwikkeling en
ongelykheid. Grondlose mense
deur hul daaglikse ervaringe be-
sef dat die huidige politieke en
ekonomiese stelsel nie ontwerp is
om hul lewensomstandighede te
verander nie.

Daar moet dus teen die stelsel
geveg word deur kollektiewe ak-
sie om ‘n verandering in hul le-
wensbestaan teweeg te bring.
Verskeie landelike bewegings in
ontwikkelende lande, wat hulle
beywer vir grond, landbou en
landelike transformasie was gestig
soos die MST (Beweging van
Grondlose Werkers) in Brasilié,
Zapatistas in Mexico, UNAC in
Mosambiek en die Landless Peo-
ple’s Movement (LPM) in Suid Af-
rika. Net soos in Suid Afrika besit
‘n klein groep grondeienaars en
landbou besighede die meeste
van die landbou grond, terwyl ‘n
groot persentasie van die bevolk-
ing grondloos is.

Wat is die struktuur, strate-
gieé en taktiek van sosiale
bewegings?

Polities wissel die strategieé van
hierdie bewegings van meer or-
ganiseerd tot spontane aksies.
Hulle het dus verskillende wyses.
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waarop hulle mobiliseer. In die
meeste gevalle is hulle onafhank-
lik van politieke partye en die
staat, maar vorm alliansies met
ander bewegings en groepe in
die samelewing.

Die doel van al die groepe is om
grond, water en ander natuurlike
hulpbronne te bekom vir land-
bou doeleindes, behuising en
landelike ekonomiese ontwik-
keling om die probleem van lan-
delike armoede, grondloosheid
en voedsel onsekerheid aan te
spreek. Net soos S.A. word baie
ander lande gekonfronteer met
‘n mark gebaseerde grondher-
vormings beleid wat nie in staat is

om die grondloosheidsprobleem |

aan te spreek nie.

Die metodes van die bewegings
neem verskillende vorme aan af-
hangend van watter kwessie
hulle wil aanspreek. In Mexico het

die Zapatista Weermag vir Na-|

sionale Bevryding EZLN (‘'n

beweging vir die ekonomiese en |

grondregte van die inheemse
mense) ‘n gewapende stryd be-
gin om te verseker dat grondher-
vorming plaasvind en die regte
van die inheemse inwoners
beskerm word. In Brasilié maak
die MST gebruik van metodes
s00s massa optogte, grond okku-
pasies/besettings en onderhan-
delinge met die regering.

Die MST het deur hul strategie
van grond besettings/okkupasie
meer grond aan families
toegeken as wat die regering se
grondhevormingsplan kon. Die
Landless People’s Movement
(LPM), alhoewel nog jonk ,is besig
om te groei en die metodes van
die beweging sluit in optogte, be-
setting van die kantore van de-
partemente, besetting van grond
en deur druk op die regering te
plaas om grondhervorming te

weeg te bring. Al die verskillende
bewegings verstaan dat ve-
randering slegs deur direkte
aksies plaas sal vind. Die realiteit
het ook begin indring by grond-
lose mans en vroue van Suid Af-
rika.

Op 19 November 2005 by ‘n ge-
samentlike Post-Grondberaad ver-
gadering van opkomende boere
en plaaswerkers van Namak-
waland, Hantam Karoo en
Weskus, was besluit dat hulle
deel wil word van ‘n beweging
soos die LPM om die stem van die
grondloses in Suid Afrika te ver-
sterk.

James Petras ‘n kenner en skry-
wer oor sosiale bewegings dui

daarop dat. Bewegings in die
volgende manier opgesom kan
word:

Die lede van die bewegings
bestaan uit opkomende
boere, grondloses,
plaaswerkers, landelike
werkers, werkloses, arm
mans en vroue .

Die leierskap kom vanuit die
beweging se lede self. Die
beweging het programme
om hul eie kapasiteit bou
deur militante aktiviste korps
te bou om sodoende te
verseker dat hulle nie af-
hanklik is van sogenaamde
kenners nie. Dit word ge-
doen deur strydvoering en
politiese opvoeding.

Die bewegings werk op die
beginsel “elke lid ‘n organi-
seerder” in pleks van ‘n
hiérargie waar leierskap nie
in kontak is met hul lede nie.
Die taktiek word gekenmerk
deur direkte aksie soos be-
settings op die grond van
grondeienaars maar ook op
ander private en publieke
plekke.

Polities is hul onafhanklik
van politieke partye en self-
besturend, maar sal ook al-
liansies vorm met werkers
unies en ander sosiale
bewegings.

Die bewegings strewe ook
om ‘n internasionale visie te
vorm en neem deel aan in-
ternasionale gesprekke en
aksies deur alliansies met
mekaar te vorm. Die MST en
LPM byvoorbeeld is deel
van Via Campesina ‘n inter-
nasionale liggaam van
boere wat deur die huidige
stelsel uitgesluit is (soos die
grondlose opkomende
boere in Suid Afrika).

‘n Ander belangrike aspek vir die
bewegings is om onafhanlikheid
te bewerkstellig, veral in gevalle
waar daar ‘n afhanklikheidsin-
droom is. Die bewegings neem
verantwoordelikheid vir hul eie
ontwikkeling om hul eie visie vir
verandering te realiseer. Dit verse-
ker dat geen instansie of groep
soos NGO’s en politiecke partye
namens die bewegings praat nie.
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Bewaring belangriker as die brood en botter van Kleinboere

Hondeklipbaai, ‘n klein vir landbougrond het tot nou toe omdat volgens hulle dit die plig

dorpie aan die weskus op dowe ore geval en vooruit- van hierdie kommersiele boere
van Namakwaland soek nou al vir sigte om in die nabye toekoms sou wees om die plase in stand te
die afgelope dekade na grond grond te bekom Iyk nie baie hou. Indien hulle verder sou bes-
om in hul voedselsekuritert en rooskleurig nie. luit om die plase in die mark te sit
landbou behoeftes te voorsien. sou hulle ook voorkeur gee aan

Vir hierdie gemeenskap om die kommersiéle boere.

Hierdie soektog na grond-vir grond te bekom kan dit slegs be-
boerdery het tot vandag toe teken dat die Staat bereid moet Die mynreus het hulle ook ver-
geen sukses opgelewer nie. wees om staatsgrond aan die ge- bind om grond aan die Suid Afri-
meenskap  beskik- kaanse Nasionale Parke beskik-
baar te stel of baar te stel vir verdere ontwik-
|privaat eienaars en keling van die park. In 2003, uit
mynmaatskappye ‘n totaal van 32 eiendomme vir
moet forseer word landbou doeleindes was dit bek-
om gedeeltes van end gemaak dat slegs seven van
hul grond beskik- hierdie eiendomme aan opko-

G emeenskapslede van Die versoek deur die gemeenskap verhuur aan kommersiele boere

dat grond onteien
word.

op sigself vereis eg-
ter ‘n sterk politieke
wil en ‘n toewy-
ding aan die ge-
meenskap om grond beskikbaar
Landbougrond in die onmidde- te maak. ;
like omgewing van Hondeklip-
baai word besit deur ‘n klein
groep privaateienaars, die dia- In 2003 het dit aan die lig gekom
mantreus De Beers Mynmaat- dat die mynmaatskappy De Beers
skappy, TransHex mynmaat- beoog om van hul land-
skappy, Suid Afrikaanse Nasionale bougrond in die mark te plaas na
Parke (Sanparks) en die Staat. die sluiting van hul boerdery de-
partement in 2002. Die SANPARKS was ook in
gesprek met De Beers en beoog
Al die landbougrond om die park, veral in die kus ge-
g |was op daardie sta- bied, uit te brei met meer as 45
& dium aan kommer- 000 ha in die omgewing van
& siéle boere verhuur Hondeklipbaai. Hierdie park sal
, met die oog op die bekend staan as die Groenspoeg
moontlike  verkoop Park.
van sommige van
' hul landbougrond.  Volgens Sanparks sal hulle heel
waarskynlik die volle 45 000 ha
‘ De Beers Mining gebruik en sal daar geen moont-
. i Ml Company het besluit likheid bestaan vir weiding in
om hul plase uit te hierdie gebied nie.
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Die kwessie dat toenemend meer
grond in Namakwaland vir be-
waring gebruik word is ‘n kom-
merwekkende tendens in die lig
van die behoeftes van die Na-
makwalandse gemeenskappe vir
grond vir bestaansdoeleindes. In
die afgelope aantal jare is sub-
stansiele hoeveelhede land-
bougrond aangekoop vir bewar-

ing.

Een van die sentrale komponente
in die huidige bewaringsgesprek
is die kwessie van vennootskappe

meenskappe - die idée van
“wen-wen situasies”.

Een van die vrae wat sedert die
uitbreiding van die bewaringsar-
eas in Namakwaland deur ge-
meenskape gevrae is, is hoe
bereidwillig die bewarings instan-
sies is om gemeenskappe toe-
gang te gee tot hierde bewar-
ingsgebiede vir die uitbreiding
van hul bestaansmoontlikhede.

Die Richtersveld Nasionale Park
word dikwels as model voorge-
hou waar bewaring en bestaans-
moontlikhede van plaaslike ge-

meenskappe geintegreer is. In die
geval van die Richtersveld Park
het die Richtersveld se veeboere
toegang tot die Park vir weiding.
Hoekom is dit dan daar moontlik?
Miskien is die rede omdat die
grond aan die Richtersveld ge-
meenskap behoort en hulle dit
aan die Park verhuur.

Dit laat ‘n mens dus met die
vraag: Hoekom is bewaringsin-
stansies nie bereid om dieselfde
tipe welwillendheid te toon nie
waar hulle die eienaars van be-
waringsgrond is nie?

Gereed vir hul grondstryd!

tussen bewaringinstansies en ge-
orterville Opkomende Boer-
evereniging (P.K.B.V.) is op

P 16 Mei 1996 gestig met die
doel om met koring, beeste,
varke, hoenders en groente te
boer. Die vereniging het tussen
1996 en 2004 verskeie uitdagings
beleef en veranderinge onder-

gaan veral in terme van toegang
tot grond.

Dis baie belangrik om visie en
vorm aan ‘n struktuur te gee.
Sterk leierskap is baie belangrik en
op 17 Oktober 2004 word An-
thony Cloete as voorsitter gekies.
Daarna het dinge aansienlik ve-
rander. Die ledetal is 25, waarvan
9 vroue is.

Die vereniging het grond identi-
fiseer en met die hulp van voorlig-
ters van die Departement Land-
bou was grondmonsters geneem
en die dravermoé van die grond
getoets. Alle toetse het positief
getoon en die grond kon die
aantal vee dra vir weiding. Water
is ook redelik beskikbaar vir die
doeleindes van die kleinboere.

In ons grondstryd het ons ‘n paar
duur politieke lesse geleer. Een
daarvan is dat wanneer groepe

e

e

gevorm word om grond te be-
kom, almal dieselfde visie van be-
magtiging en transformasie moet
deel.

Die leiers moet saam werk met
die lede. Ditis so belangrik dat
ons moet onthou dat wanneer
mense strewe om politieke ve-
randering te weeg te bring, veral
in die landelike gebeide, dat klein-
boere nie kan bekostig om ‘n ver-
deelde agenda te hé nie.

Terselfdertyd moet ons onderste-
unings organisasies kry wat ons
belange op die hart dra. SPP het
byvoorbeeld gehelp om die on-
derhandelinge met die Bergrivier
munisipaliteit te bewerkstellig om

——
v

| egter noodsaaklik, vir enige klein-

die beskikbaarheid van meent-

~ grond te bepaal.
== | Dit beteken nie dat ons nie op
i

ons eie bene kan staan nie. Dit is

- boere groep, om hul ondersteun-

ings basis te verbreed so dat hulle
op alle vlakke netwerke het wat
hulle kan versterk.

Om hierdie rede is die vereniging
ook ‘n aktiewe lid van die Berg
rivier Opkomende Boere Forum.
Hier kan ons veg vir die breer
agenda van politieke verandering
in die landelike gebiede. Ons kan
nie as individue baklei om dinge
te verander nie. Die magte is te
groot, maar met mense en hul
organisasies kan ons soveel meer
vermag.

[
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Gesamentlike Aksie om Biodiversiteit en Inheemse Kennis te Beskerm

en die besoedeling van grond, om die sogenaamde voordele
water en die atmosfeer reeds ‘n van hul produkte voor te staan.

groot effek gehad op Suid-Afrika _
se biodiversiteit. Die primere gebruikers van hul

produkte (saad, insekdoder, onk-
Beskerming van ons biodiversiteit ruiddoder en chemiese kompos)
en die versekering dat die voor- is boere. GMO saad is die mees
dele regverdig verdeel word is onlangse toevoeging tot ‘n lang
die verantwoordelikheid van alle en gevaarlike lys van gewasse
Suid-Afrikaners. wat die industrialisasie van land-
bou ingelei het.

n die era van ekonomiese

globalisasie, neem groot

privaat korporasies al hoe meer
ons biologies- en verwante kennis
en tegnologie oor, vir kommer-
siéle gewin.

Sommige van die gevolge van
ekonomiese globalisasie is dat
belegging, produksie, uitvoer, le-
wensbestaan en lewensverwag- pisiversiteit onderhou alle lewe,

ti.ngt geval het,klterwr)l/l .grmoede, dit voorsien ons voedsel, medi- Dit is al meer as 10 jaar sedert die
::e e en werkloosheid gestyg g ne lere, energie - alles wat ons staat die eerste veldtoetse van
et. en ander spesies nodig het om te GMOs aanvaar het. Verskillende

Biowatch Suid-Afrika is verbind Pestaan. sektore_ van die samelewing
dat (verbruikers, geloofsgebaseerde

daaraan om te verseker

publieke bronne, soos grond, wa-
ter, plante, diere, saad, ons regte
ons kennis, ens. beskerm
word en regverdig ver-
deel word tot die voordeel
van alle mense.

Suid-Afrika word beskou
as die derde mees biolo-
gies diverse land in die
wereld, met tussen 250
000 en 1 000 000 spesies
plante en diere, ‘n groot
deel wat nerens anders
voorkom nie.

Verder is Suid-Afrika die
enigste land in die wereld
wat binne die land se

Geneties Gemanipuleerde Or- gemeenskappe, omgewings-
ganismes (GMOs) hou ‘n groot

' bedreiging in vir biodiversiteit.

groepe, unies, boereverenigings,
ens.) opper al vir ‘n
geruime tyd hul be-
kommernisse oor hier-
die nuwe tegnologie.

Die proses om die
GMO Wet te wysig
het vir Biowatch SA
die geleentheid ge-
bied om aandag te
vestig op die ekonomi-
S¥| ese, sosiale en om-
gewings- impak van
A i GMOs. Boere is aan
die voorpunt van die
opname van GMO
tegnologie.

grense ‘n volledige plant- Suid-Afrika is een van die min _ _
koninkryk het, een van net ses in lande in die wereld wat GMO Biowatch SA het deur navorsing,
die wereld. Dit staan bekend as landbou kommersiéel bedryf. Een netwerkbou, die gebruik van ons

biodiversiteit. van hierdie GMO produkte is regsistegm en die mobilisering

Alreeds word ons biodiversiteit groot persentasie van ons bevolk- ©ndervindings van skuld, hoé in-
bedreig, en ‘n groot deel van ons ing. setkoste en ander negatiewe im-
natuurlike habitat het verander — pakte, die saak vir strenger kon-
grootliks deur landbou, stedelike Die dryfkrag agter die aanvaard- troles en regulasies rondom GM

ontwikkeling, mynbou en bou ing van GMO-tegnologie is tegnologie versterk.

van damme. Amerikaanse en Europeese multi- _ e
nasionale korporasies. Biowatch voorsien ook inligting

Gepaardgaande met die verlies en opleiding om boere by te
van habitat en erosie, het die oor- Hulle gebruik ‘n reeks taktieke om staan om ingeligte besluite te
ontginning van sommige spesies, die staat, hulle kliente en die alge- neem oor die aanneem van GM
die invoer van eksotiese spesies mene publiek te beinvioed, en tegnologie.
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Publieke verhore oor die GMO PoPo. grond en landbou nie- liansies te versterk.

Wysigingswet, gehou op 17 en €g€rings organisasies soos SPP pin\yatch glo sterk dat
18 Januarie, deur die Portfolio Ko- Werksaam —met boere en peqrigings soos die wat met
mitee het ‘n kans voorsien om Plaaswerkers in die Wes en gy gewasse geassosieer word,
vennootskappe te versterk en O0Skaap, OMQEWINQSOr- gyceqyol yitgedaag kan word
nuwe alliansies te vorm rondom danisasies, en geloofsgebaseerde e gie bou van n beweging
die beskerming van biodiversiteit. 9émeenskappe het aimal saam- 0043 aan die beskerming van

» gestaan en getuienis gelewer pingiversiteit en inheemse kennis
Boere vanaf Makhatini en aan die Portfolio Komitee-lede oor en wat verseker dat die voordele

KwaNgwanase in KwaZulu-Natal, hul ervarings met GM-gewasse. niorit verkry regverdig verdeel
Phadima en Elandskraal in Lim- Biowatch SA is verbind daaraan

om hierdie vennootskappe en al-

LPM: The Social Movement of the Landless in South Africa

LPM Mangaliso Khubeka to mocratic government was where there was overwhelming
find out about their struggle elected and we hoped that the support for the movement.

for agrarian reform and building land and agrarian question
a social movement of the land- would be resolved. We thought What are the critical issues
less. that we would get back our land that the movement seeks to

and the rights of farm dwellers address?

What is the Landless People and labour tenants would be
Movement (LPM)? protected. To date less than 4% of Mangaliso: The LPM is a move-
the land has ment that struggles for a people
— been returned. centred land and agrarian re-
The focus of gov- form. The organisation takes up
ernment was only the struggles of the landless and
D L~ o industry (big busi- the poor. As we speak we are
. By “ " ness) almost to taking up the struggle of the Pon-

-I e -

; '?%}" s the exclusion of golo case in KwaZulu—Natal,

S PP talked to an organiser of Mangaliso: In 1994 the first de- Cederberg Emerging Farmers

u land. The landless where 24 farm workers were bru-
PR people  decided talised in front of the police.
i11f | to mobilise them-

selves as a united What would you say is some
front against this of the LPM’s successes?
reality.

Mangaliso: You must understand
Mangaliso: It is an organisation How is the LPM structured, the LPM is still a new social move-
of the landless people. It seeks to in terms of organization? ment. Since its establishment the
unite the landless in the struggle LPM called for a land summit and
to get their land back. As a move- Mangaliso: As a movement the last year the Minister of Land Af-
ment we are also struggling LPM is not politically aligned. The fairs and Agriculture held a Na-
against the current economic sys- LPM is a national organisation tional Land Summit. In many
tem that is responsible for land- with members in all nine prov- cases we have ensured that the
lessness and poverty. We have inces and has a national council Boers are charged when contra-
been dispossessed as a people of composed of representatives vening the law, ensuring justice
our land. from the provinces. We are hop- for the landless.

ing to further build the move-
What were the origins of the ment in the Western and North- Currently, which activities
Landless People Movement? ern Cape. Last year the LPM and are you involved in address-
MST attended the AGM of the ing the land issues?
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pispessession , Landless People's

saaastion T Movement

& L %

3 e A . -
Mangaliso: We are involved in these movements differs from in the Northern Cape due to the
many actions. As a movement ours. In South Africa we are beg- slow process of restitution. Dur-
we don't want people to only get ging the government for land ing the World Summit on Sustain-
the land but government must and agrarian reform. In other able development LPM organised
support them with resources countries they occupy the land.  protest action.

when they get the land.

We are also taking action against Do you have any comments We also organised protest action

the impounding of the cattle for on the State of the Nation ad- against the slow pace of land re-

sale in Kwa- Zulu Natal. It is only dress? form and the insufficient budget.
through our collective action that We had sit ins against evictions,
change will come about. Mangaliso: In his State of the Which the then Land Affairs Di-

Nation Address the President rector-General Dr Mayende
What is your involvement in- agreed that the market -based acted on and the evictions were
ternationally? land reform approach must be stopped.

reviewed, which was one of the
Mangaliso: The LPM is a mem- demands of the landless at the What is your message to the
ber of Via Campesina an interna- summit. landless People of the North-
tional organisation that struggles As a movement we have to en- ern and Western Cape?
for the rights of peasants sure that it was not just said be-
(farmers). We have links through cause it was elections. We must Mangaliso: The landless people
Via Campesina with other move- hold government accountable of the Western and Northern

ments like UNAC in Mozambique, for the promises made. Cape should realize it is only
Peasant movement in the Philip- through unity and collective ac-
pines, MST in Bolivia and Brazil What have been the major tion that we will bring about
etc. actions the movement has change. | encourage people not

taken in your struggle for to give up. They must let their
We also have exchange visits land? voices be heard! Unity and Strug-
with the MST in Brazil, to learn gle is the only way to win the

from them. The approaches of mangaliso: We occupied land struggle for land and agrarian re-
form. Join the LPM.
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Women and the struggle for social change

s we begin to move to-

wards a radical agrarian Vs

transformation agenda, it [~
becomes important to assess
what is needed to strengthen
poor rural women’s forms of or-
ganisation. It is critical to start
from the basis that women'’s land-
lessness and their resultant im-
poverishment must be addressed
from both a material and an ideo-
logical level.

The patriarchal ideological value
system subordinate women’'s | =

needs to that of men and the the |ack of political opportunities male-headed households.
household, which in turn limit g shape the agenda for social

women’s options. At the same change, but they also create and With the absence of men, the
time, it Is Important to represent shape political opportunities. gender division of labour begins
women, responses to their mate- to fragment and women takes
rial realiies as not only coping \we have an historical example in increasing responsibilities which
strategies, but as resisting strate- the form of resistance that African brings an urgency to women's
gies that they make use of to sur- \yomen in particular took when responses to the type of land ac-
vive from day to day in the face of they went to the streets in 1956 cess, land use and resource sup-
dehumanising poverty. _as the pass laws were extended port that is needed.

What then is needed to build {5 them and as a result created a

strong women's organisations In njitical opportunity to challenge The debate that is strictly centred
the rural areas of the Western the pass laws in its entirety. on household food security is
and Northern Cape? then challenged and can shift
As the pass system was seen as from an individualised response
the foundation for cheap labour to poverty to a collective strategy
in Apartheid South Africa, so for social change.

should the macro-economic poli-

cies of the democratic govern- Building a critical conscious-
ment be seen as the foundation ness that is rooted in daily
of impoverishment in rural com- experiences

munities and the failure of land

reform. This then leads to the second
| component of social mobilisation
A AR f { So, for example, more and more in other words how do we articu-

rural economies are characterised late our experiences in such a
by high levels of wage unemploy- way that it is seen and under-
ment with an increasing depend- stood by women specifically and
_ _ ency on state social grants. the broader community. It also
The impacts of soqlal movements becomes important that we tell
are often determ'r_'ed on NOW s in turn leads to an increase in our stories in such a way that it
they use the relative Openness yne mobility of rural men provid- gives the broader community
that any given political, social and jnq cheap wage labour in espe- and us reasons to want to do

economic context bring. This re- gialy yrhan, peri-urban  areas, something about our conditions.
quires that they not only focus on \yhich results in an increase in fe-

Understanding the political
context:
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Women pose a very different set the space to build strong net-
of interconnecting needs and works, which can allow for sus-

challenges to achieve agrarian tained social action and participa-

transformation and unless the na- tory democracy.

ture of women’s displacement
from food and knowledge pro-

duction is understood we will nity to build broader support for

only scratch the surface.

It may also provide the opportu-

our cause if and when a clear po-

litical education agenda is part of

The Chipko movement in India the process to build internal
that took place in the 1970’s and strength. Social movements are

1980's served as reminder as to

only as strong as its grass roots

how the struggle for the protec- support.

tion of the environment is linked
to women’s own survival.

The forests of India are a critical
resource for the subsistence of
rural peoples throughout the
country, and were increasingly
felled for commerce and industry.
People and especialy women'’s
livelihoods were threatened and

In India, after independence in
1947, the building of dams be-
came the symbol of develop-
ment.

so the women provided the basis =

for this movement.
Mobilising structures:

Vandana Shiva, a feminist from
India, says that strong movements
are major social and political
processes and they transcend in-
dividual actors. Organisations,
both formal and informal give us

The Namarda anti-dam move-
ment was formed to resist the im-
pact of dams on the livelihood
and existence of communities.

Local people, and especially
women started to build local or-
ganisations to resist the displace-
ment of communities, to protect
their rights and ways of life.

In conclusion often women lead
struggles for social change and
when the struggle is won they
return to their homes. They do
not take leadership or continue to
define the political agenda for
women'’s needs and rights.

The “personal is political" is the
most well known slogan of the
feminist movement. We are de-
fined by how we interact with
our understanding of our own
realities.

This requires that we consciously
interact in our political, social and
economic lived realities and that
we articulate our experience of
the broader social system.

At the same time we need to ask
how does our framing of the
problem shape the broadening
and inclusion of others to our
agenda and action?
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A struggle for land bears fruit to Cederberg Forum (EFA)

fter almost two years of Members of the forum actively
intervention, negotiations participated and decided as a col-
and protesting, Emerging lective that their voices need to
Farmers Association (EFAs) in the be heard at a local level first be-
Cederberg can be proud in their fore action is taken provincially
efforts, as they have been allo- and nationally.
cated commonage land.

The EFAs had a march to the*
The struggle for these people was Cederberg municipality in July
not unique from anywhere else 2005 and handed over a memo-
in the country. Countless meet- randum in which they stated
ings, lobying efforts and advo- their dissatisfaction with the slow
cacy initiatives proofed futile for a pace of land reform and their is-
few years. sues at local level.

by EFA members, stakeholders
EFAs organised themselves at lo- Emerging farmers in the towns of and municipal officials. The fo-
cal level (in each town ) and lob- Citrusdal, Clanwilliam, Graaf- rum, together with other stake-
bied for local resources and de- water, Elandsbaai and Lamberts- holders such as SPP, DOA,
velopment opportunities. This led baai received the commitment DWAF, DLA and the Cederberg
to the establishment of the Ceder- they have been waiting for on municipality worked hard to-
berg EFA forum in 2004. Friday 18 November 2005 in wards this historical day.

Stakeholders helped individual
EFAs in identifying their immedi-
ate needs in terms of a their pro-
jects sustainability with regards to
access to quality water.

The municipality was constantly
briefed on these issues and al-
though a lot of time went wasted
on decision-making and interven-
tion by the municipality, these hic-
cups were sorted out towards the

latter part of October.

EFAs are now awaiting final con-
The aim of the forum was and still Clanwilliam. tracts and allotments. This process
is to be a mouthpiece for EFAs should be done soon and then it

and form a stronger movement The honourable mayor, Mr. Jan- will be all systems go for the EFAs.

of interest groups within land re- nie Meyer assured EFAs that the

form. SPP who has been involved municipality would do everything

with EFAs, guided and facilitated in their power to see that com- .«

the process whereby the forum monage projects are successful Feee

could get the recognition she de- and alleviate poverty in the Ced- i

serves. erberg. Mr. Meyer handed a
pledge to the chairperson of the "

In June 2005 the forum and its forum Me. Cylda Rwexwana at _‘_

members participated in a pre- this occasion.

paratory meeting for the provin-

cial and national land summits. The occasion was well-attended
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Vredendal Ontwikkelings Boere (Klawer) Is LRAD working?

n 2002, men from a local They were not successful. and managed sustainable pro-
church in Klawer and Vreden- The EFA applied for funding from jects by leasing.
dal came together and de- the Department of Land Affairs
cided to fight against unemploy- who only confirmed receipt of The moratorium on LRAD appli-
ment and poverty in their com- the application in April 2004. In cations for the year 2003/2004
munities. The Vredendal Ontwik- July 2004 the DLA promised to slowed down the process.
kelings Boere was established. present the EFAs application to Emerging farmers could not qual-
the DAC in August 2004. Minutes ify for commercial banks or offer
The EFA approached Surplus of the DAC meeting proved that any security for loans. No other
wm the application options were explored with the
'was never pre- EFA.
sented.
The DLA seemed not to be com-
The EFA also mitted to the process. Many ef-
identified a piece forts were made to follow up on
of land in the the application from SPP and the
Vanrhynsdorp EFA’s side. This experience once
(Grootdrif) area. again proved to the EFA that
This piece of government policies like LRAD is
land was owned not working and should be re-
by a white viewed.
woman  who
= was not using it. F5= s
People Project (SPP) for help in —

acquiring land for agricultural de- SPP with the EFA negotiated with e -,:_“1_.
velopment. the owner, who agreed on let- = ** " . e

ting the EFA evaluate the land. ‘*-r.
In August 2003 the group identi- SPP together with the EFA con-
fied 56 ha of state land in the tacted an official from the Land
Vredendal area for agricultural Bank in Calvinia to evaluate the
purposes. There was no informa- land. The official arrived at the
tion available on who owned the farm, mentioned that the EFA™
land. would never afford the land and
drove off!
The EFA wrote letters to the De- o
partment of Land Affairs asking The owner then called the chair- . =
for more information on the land. person to confirm that she is sell- =
ing the land to a com-
mercial farmer. Out of
desperation the EFA ap-
proached two consul- The Vredendal ontwikkelings
tancies who offered boere learned that they have the
their help but at an ex- right to keep government officials
pensive fee. accountable for their actions. In-
formation was withheld from the
They then realised that EFA. Land Affairs did not effec-
there is no audit avail- tively communicate with the EFA
able on state land. The on the progress of investigations
commercial farmers and their application. Their proc-
made use of the land ess was also not transparent.
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Kortliks

Namaqualand

Surplus People Project

Vordering met die Transformasierproses : :
Kaapstad Kantoor:

Collingwood Weg 45, Observatory

Sedert die laaste nuusbrief het ons gerapporteer oor die vergadering van Trans- SRS
formasie komitees en Munisipalitiete wat op 29 September 2005 in Springbok  ENSRCYSYIFEIm

gehou was. Faks:: +27 21 448 0105

Epos: spp@spp.orgza

Sedert hierdie vergadering was daar voortgesette kommunikasie tussen SPP, die
Legal Resources Centre (LRC) met die vordering van die proses. By ‘n vergader- KXy Re
ing gehou 1 November 2005 het mnr Obed Mvula, Noordkaapse Provinsiale Ry Piibiti
Direkteur van Grondsake aangekondig dat die memorandum met die aanbev- JZITEFIEZTFI?Y]

elings oor die oordrag van die grond vir die Namakwalandse gebiede QR PR Xrae
(Richersveld, Steinkopf, Pella, Leliefontein en Concordia), met die uitsondering
van Komaggas (wat nog besig is om hul proses te voltooi) aan die Minister van

Landbou en Grondsake gestuur was. SPP Namakwaland
Posbus 669, Springbok, 8240

By ‘n vergadering op 2 Februarie 2006 het Grondsake aan die Transformasie Tel: +27 2771 81370
Faks: +27 2771 81302

komitees en die Munisipaliteite terugvoering gegee oor die kommentaar aan  [FSENSIRIITESER A
Grondsake (Pretoria) oor hul memorandums en van die bekommernisse wat
hul het.

We need women’s organisa-

Van die bekommernisse van Grondsake (Pretoria) hou verband met die en- tions because of the special
titeite aan wie die grond oorgedra moet word. By hierdie vergadering het die Problems that we face as
Transformasiekomitees en Munisipaliteite eenparig besluit dat ‘n versoek gerig Women. In our separate

word aan die Minister en senior amptenare van Grondsake (Pretoria) om die Women’s groups we can talk
verskillende gebiede (Transformasiekomitees en Munsipalitiete) na die plaaslike about all these things. We can
regering verkiesing te besoek om hul bekommernisse aan te spreek en die |earn to have confidence in
transformasie proses tot voltooing te bring. Ten slotte versoek hulle ook dat ern- gyrselves & our abilities.

st_ig aandag gegee word aan SPP se sleutel aanbeyeling d_at ongeag die \/kani Makhosikazi
eienaarskap, voortdurende administratiewe ondersteuning vir die voordeel van

die gemeenskap beskikbaar gestel sal word. The most potent weapon in

West Coast the hapds of the oppressor is
the mind of the oppressed.

A Workshop on GMOs was held at Van Rhynsdorp on the 3rd March 2006. Steve Biko

SPP together with Biowatch hosted this fruitful workshop. The purpose of the

workshop was to raise awareness of the small-scale farmers about the impact of

GMOs on small scale farming. The farmers welcomed this initiative. Emerging Acknowledgements:
farmers are now spreading this information.

r;.

A special thanks goes to the
following persons for their
contribution to the newsletter:-

Hantam Karoo .
Anthony Cloete—Porterville

SPP called, coordinated and organized a workshop that will be held on the 23 Ardiel Soeker—Biowatch
March 2006 in Calvinia. It will bring together a range of stakeholders (dept of Mangaliso Khubeka— LPM
labour, DLA, Local government etc)
Mangaliso Khubeka
At SPP.... LPM Organiser
Tel: 072 127 4055
SPP celebrated 20 years of its existence with its board, stakeholders, NGOs and
the community organizations. This was done in a seminar on “Revisiting the
Agrarian Question”. Keynote speakers at the seminar were Professor Lungisile
Ntsebeza, Adele Wildschut, Andile Mngxitama and Albert Nel. The inputs chal-
lenged us all to think about the future of Agrarian reform.



