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"Something awakened within ourselves,
we have greater awareness of our rights
and more courage to take up issues."
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The corporate capitalist driven model of
agriculture and land reform has proven itself
inefficient to address the problem of rural
poverty and underdevelopment. In brief the
capitalist restructuring of agriculture and
the countryside are generating increasing rural
poverty and hunger, landlessness and rural
displacement. The dismantling of smallholder
production systems continues unabated. The
complex nature of the agrarian problem has
seen the development of new forms of
theorizing the agrarian question in the 21st
century. The ecological dimension of the
agrarian question has gained new impetus
amongst rural social movements and civil
society organisations.

As SPP completes another three-year cycle it
would be important to review the content of
these perspectives in order to contribute to the
discussions from the practical experiences of
the organisation. What implications do these
new forms of debating the agrarian question
have for organisations such as the SPP in
supporting the landless and small-scale
farmers?  What form should a transformed
agriculture take as opposed to the current
neo-liberal export driven approach? These
and other questions need conceptual clarity
to make a meaningful contribution to the
debate on the “new” agrarian question. If there
is agreement that there is a “new” agrarian
question, what does it mean for agrarian
struggles and resistance?  Most importantly
this debate cannot happen in isolation from
the landless and rural social movements.     .

In South Africa agrarian social movements
remain isolated entities without a coherent and
unified strategy to resist the neo-liberal frame-
work of land and agrarian reform. The critical
task for the NGO’s, particularly those with an
alternative approach to the dominant model,
is to develop new ways of supporting the rural
poor and landless without constraining their
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"The information on seed conservation and
seedbanks was valuable.

We are planning to start a seedbank."

acts of resistance.  The building of a strong
agrarian social movement requires the
collaboration between the rural and urban
class forces, progressive academics and
civil society organisations. A myriad of
strategies need to be employed to support
and build agrarian movements in order to
actively resist the neo-liberal capitalist model
of agrarian reform. Self-critique and criticism
are important elements in this process.

SPP has certainly taken on the role by
engaging in research that begins to
unravel, in a modest way, some of these
complex questions. The strategic planning
session scheduled for 2008 is a further
opportunity to critically reflect and develop
novel strategies to address the land and
agrarian question in South Africa.        .

Resource mobilisation is an added
challenge for NGO’s like SPP. Thank you
to the management team who innovatively
find the required resources to sustain the
work of the organisation. The vigilance and
good governance of the Board is an
important requisite for sustainability and
we pride ourselves in placing great value
on these aspects too.

On behalf of the SPP Board of Directors I
would like to acknowledge the network of
organisations that support and compliment
the work of SPP. It is important that we
strengthen these relations in the context of
the numerous challenges we are faced
with. Thank you to the SPP team for their
commitment and selflessness, ensuring that
the vision and mission are realized.

Prof. Lungisile Ntsebeza


































